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Wittig Reaction

+ Ph3P CH2

phosphonium
ylide

+ Ph3P O
O

Both aldehydes and ketones participate. The Wittig 
reagent is made from the alkyl halide by SN2 reactions.

O Ph3P
+

Br

+ Ph3P:

PPh3
O

+ Br

+ Ph3P:

easier to prepare Wittig
reagent - substitution on 
a primary bromide.

Harder method

easier method
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Base Catalyzed Hydrolysis (Saponification)
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